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Art Unit: 2616 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Please include the new Art Unit 2616 in the caption or heading of any written or 
facsimile communication submitted after this Office Action because the examiner, who 
was assigned to Art Unit 2615, will be assigned to new Art Unit 2616. Your cooperation 
in this matter will assist in the timely processing of the submission and is appreciated by 
the Office. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kinney 
et al (5,808,662). 

Regarding claim 1, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the video 
output of a first personal video recorder with at least one second personal video 
recorder comprising the steps of: 

• selecting at a given one of the first and at least one second recorders a 
common program that resides in memory of each of the recorders (Col 2, 
lines 9-12 "A system and method is described that allows two or more 
participants at separate locations to simultaneously view and control the 
playing of the movie" and Col 3, lines 53-54 "Movie data is transferred to the 
media files prior to the viewing by the participants"); and 
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• transmitting a signal from one of the recorders to simultaneously initiate a 
start sequence for playback of the common program in each of the recorders 
(Col 2, lines 23-26 "the movie data is played in a synchronized manner at 
each of the playback systems in accordance with the playback control data"). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the 
video output of personal video recorders comprising the step of recording at least a 
portion of a broadcast program on the first and at least one second personal video 
recorder (Col 3, lines 53-54 "Movie data is transferred to the media files prior to the 
viewing by the participants") 

Regarding claim 4, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders comprising the step of recording at least a portion of 
a broadcast program in a personal video recorder (Col 3, lines 53-54 "Movie data is 
transferred to the media files prior to the viewing by the participants"). 

Regarding claim 5, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders wherein the signal is transmitted over the Internet 
(Col 3, lines 32-34 "In a preferred embodiment, communication channel 160 is a 
Transport Control Protocol/ Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) or ISDN communication 
channel"). 

Regarding claim 6, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders comprising the step of selecting at least one second 
personal video recorder having at least one program stored in memory in the at least 
one second personal video recorder (Fig 2A, blocks 210 and 212 "participant joins 
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conference and sends 'hello 1 event" and "'master sends back a 'seek' and optional 'play' 
event in response to 'hello'"). 

Regarding claim 7, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders comprising the step of simultaneously and 
synchronously viewing the common program in two different locations (Col 3, lines 20- 
26 "two or more participants will be viewing a movie on different workstations or 
systems... Accordingly, each participant views a movie at exactly the same rate"). 

Regarding claim 8, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders wherein the first personal video recorder is controlled 
by a remote control device (Col 4, lines 5-6 "GU1 125 provides icons and buttons that 
allow participants to control the viewing of a movie"). 

Regarding claim 9, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders wherein control signals transmitted to the first 
personal video recorder by the remote control device also controls the at least one 
second personal video recorders (Col 2, lines 23-26 "the movie data is played in a 
synchronized manner at each of the playback systems in accordance with the playback 
control data" and Col 7, lines 1-4 "Each participant in a shared playback session is able 
to receive input from local graphical user interface 125, external transport controller 180, 
or event from another participant over the network"). 

Regarding claim 10, Kinney et al disclose a method for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders comprising the step of transmitting a system status 
signal from the first personal video recorder to the at least one second personal video 
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recorder (Col 2, lines 23-26 "the movie data is played in a synchronized manner at each 
of the playback systems in accordance with the playback control data"). 

Regarding claim 11, Kinney et al disclose a system for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders comprising 

• at least two personal video recorders having at least one common program 
stored in memory associated with each of the recorders (Col 2, lines 9-12 "A 
system and method is described that allows two or more participants at 
separate locations to simultaneously view and control the playing of the 
movie" and Col 3, lines 53-54 "Movie data is transferred to the media files 
prior to the viewing by the participants"); and 

• a communication means operatively connected to the recorders for 
transmitting a signal from one of the recorders to the other recorders to 
simultaneously initiate a start sequence for playback of the common program 
in each of the recorders (Col 2, lines 23-26 "the movie data is played in a 
synchronized manner at each of the playback systems in accordance with the 
playback control data"). 

Regarding claim 12, Kinney et al disclose a system for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders wherein the communications means is an Internet 
network (Col 3, lines 32-34 "In a preferred embodiment, communication channel 160 is 
a Transport Control Protocol/ Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) or ISDN communication 
channel"). 
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Regarding claim 13, Kinney et al disclose a system for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders wherein the communication means is a telephone 
network (Col 3, lines 20-21 "Communication channel 160 can take many forms, 
including a conventional telephone line"). 

Regarding claim 14, Kinney et al disclose a system for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders comprising a television operatively connected to the 
personal video recorders (Col 4, lines 7-9 "An additional interlaced video display 120 
can also be connected to the media playback engine 110 through a standard video 
output"). 

Regarding claim 15, Kinney et al disclose a system for synchronizing the video 
output of personal video recorders comprising a remote control device for transmitting 
control signals to the personal video recorders (Col 4, lines 5-6 "GU1 125 provides icons 
and buttons that allow participants to control the viewing of a movie"). 

Regarding claim 16, Kinney et al disclose an apparatus for synchronizing the 
video output of personal video recorders wherein each of the first and the second 
personal video recorder has a common program stored in memory associated therewith 
(Col 2, lines 9-12 "A system and method is described that allows two or more 
participants at separate locations to simultaneously view and control the playing of the 
movie" and Col 3, lines 53-54 "Movie data is transferred to the media files prior to the 
viewing by the participants"), comprising: 

• a control device associated with a processor and operative to transmit a 
signal from the first personal video recorder to the second personal video 
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recorder for simultaneously initiating a start sequence in each of the first and 
second personal video recorders (Col 2, lines 23-26 "the movie data is played 
in a synchronized manner at each of the playback systems in accordance 
with the playback control data"). 
Regarding claim 17, Kinney et al disclose an apparatus for synchronizing the 
video output of personal video recorders wherein the signal is transmitted over the 
Internet (Col 3, lines 32-34 "In a preferred embodiment, communication channel 160 is 
a Transport Control Protocol/ Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) or ISDN communication 
channel"). 

Regarding claim 18, Kinney et al disclose an apparatus for synchronizing the 
video output of personal video recorders wherein the signal is transmitted over 
telephone lines (Col 3, lines 20-21 "Communication channel 160 can take many forms, 
including a conventional telephone line"). 

Regarding claim 19, Kinney et al disclose an apparatus for synchronizing the 
video output of personal video recorders wherein control signals transmitted to the first 
personal video recorder by the control device also control the second personal video 
recorder (Each participant in a shared playback session is able to receive input from 
local graphical user interface 125, external transport controller 180, or event from 
another participant over the network"). 

Regarding claim 20, Kinney et al disclose an apparatus for synchronizing the 
video output of personal video recorders comprising a television operatively connected 
to the first and second personal video recorders (Col 4, lines 7-9 "An additional 
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interlaced video display 120 can also be connected to the media playback engine 110 
through a standard video output"). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Fletcher whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:45AM - 5:45PM M-Th, first 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached at (703) 305-4380. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 

JAF s 
September 3, 2004 /]/ S^tT 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, DC 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only). 




